



5 ‘ One of DUNKERLEY & FRANK'S Beantifully-finished 
NICE NEW YEAR c GIFT Umbrella’s, on Fox’s Celebrated Frames, retail at Manu- 
’ « facturers', Prices,at 7, Swan Street, Manchester. 








vw. BATITY «& SOW, 
“Watch and.Clock Makers, Goldsmiths and Silversmiths, 


9, MARKET STREET, OPPOSITE THE EXCHANGE. 
NOVELTIES IN GOLD AND. SILVER JEWELLERY. SPECIALITIES IN GEM BETROTHAL RINGS, FROM £1 TO £100. 


Ten per cent Discount during the Season. 












































ESTABLISHED EsTaBLisHEeD 
SEVENTY-NINE YEARS. x... ERANEES, SEVENTY-WINE YEARS. 


OCULIST AND OPTICIAN, 


2, KING STREET, & DEANSGATE (opposite thé Star Hotel), MANCHESTER. 
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A Large Stock of Magic Lanterns and Slides. Opera, Race, Field, and Marine Glasses in Great Variety. Spectacles and 
Artificial Eyes telyradapted. 






Publishing Office, Market Street Chambers, 73a, Market Street.) [Price Que,Reyny 
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THE CITY JACKDAW. 


THE “EMPIRE” HOTEL, 


is wow; orxzwm ! 


Visitors will find above hotel one of the most comfortable in Manchester. Charges strictly moderate. Ghop or steak, 
potatoes, bread, and cheese,,1s, 6d., at any hour. Dinners (1.80), soup, joints, pastry, and cheese, 2s. Wines and spirits 
of first quality. Billiards. A night porter always in attendance. 
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THE MORES? VIGNETTE. 


———— 


R. BANKS, of 78a, Market Steet, and 78, Alexandra Road, 


HAS JUST INTRODUCED INTO HIS STUDIO 


THE MOROCCO VIGNETTE, 
QUITE A NOVELTY. SEE SPECIMENS IN RECEPTION ROOM. 


ae — : 
M EZZOTINT VIGNETTE. 


| WILLIAM HELLAWEEL, PHOTOGRAPHER, 
DUCIE CHAMBERS, 57, MARKET STREET. 


LIOENSEE OF ORIGINAL PATENTEE. AN INSPECTION I8 RESPEOTFULLY INVITED, 
























































NO TICE - 





THOMPSON’ s SALE! THOMPSON'S SALE! 
HOSIER, GLOVER, AND SHIRT MAKER, 


165, ST. ANN . STRALT. 
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EXPIRATION OF LEASE! PREMISES TO COME DOWN! 
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THE CITY JACKDAW. 





CHRISTMAS PRESENTS! GREAT VARIETY, FROM 6d. TO 60 GUINEAS. 





Mehun, Longwy, Paté-sur-Paté, Gien, Limoges, Salopian, and other 


PORCELAIN VASES & CABINET ORNAMENTS. 








JOHN ROSE & CO., MANUFACTURERS AND: IMPORTERS, 


Nortuern Derér—71, KING STREET, MANCHESTER. 


Shippers and. the Trade supplied. 


Worrs—COALPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 








Can Economy of Fuel be combined with the Perfect Combustion or 
Prevention of Smoke ? 


Ww de here two systems, not otherwise. After five years’ experience, with continual trials, our PATENT MECHANICAL 
8 R; of which there are 1250 at work, has proved itself economical; and since the prevention of smoke has become of importance, we 
have introduced by far the most simple, durable, and easily-worked self-cleaning bars in existence. 


~ £65 we su 
ut 
But our HENDERSON STOKER 


5 2 sap bars, with 


SELF-CLEANING BAR 


2? > homer to put the coal in, forming a perfectly simple and smoke-preventing self-acting furnace. 
alone 9 an a 
ND 


ppreciable economy, so that there is no return for the outlay except the saving in labour. 
COMBINED not only save labour, preyent the smoke being produced, save 


the expansion and contraction of the boiler plates from irregular firing, but what is of equal immediate importance, produces a saving of from £50 to 


£100 a year on each boiler fitted. We are unaware of any other stoker which has been 


oved to increase the amount of work a boiler can do. We 


have, however, many cases where, as at the Wigan Coal and Iron Company, two boilers do the work formerly done with difficulty by three. 








THE MECHANICAL STOKER COMPANY, 
37, HANOVER STREET, -LIV ERPOOL. 








OYSTERS! OYSTERS! OYSTERS! 

Large arrival of DUTCH NATIVES twice a weck. Also 
their farfamed FLEETWOOD OYSTERS for cooking or 
eating. Hotels, restaurants, and families from 
1s. 8d. per score. Large AMERICAN OYSTERS always on 
hand. Note the address— 


KENNEDY, LITTLE, & CO., 
8, VICTORIA MARKET, MANCHESTER. 





T. STENSBY, 


GUN & PISTOL MAKER, 


11, HANGING DITCH. 


ESTABLISHED 1810. 





BASE, Comfort, Cleanliness, Adapta- 

tion to Form of Body, Noiselessness, and 
Economy are all attained to perfection in the 

EXCELSIOR” PATENT SPRING MATTRESS, 

is confidently recommended as the best Spring Mat- 

It is made to fit any size of wood or 

and constitutes a wonderfully elastic and 

noiseless in all its movements ; it 
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CHORLTON & DUGDALE, 
76, Hicuzn Opmonp Stauzr, Mancuzsren. 


does | Globe Billiard Works, 42, Lower King St. | 


“| Having tried the credit system for twenty years, purposes to 





Established Twenty-two Years.--Under New Management. 
298, OXFORD ROAD, opposite Owons College, 

K RAWCLIFFE (late William Marshall), 
© GENERAL & ¥ SHING IRONMONGER, 
AUTHORISED GASFITTER, LOCKSMITH, BELLHANGER. 
Efficient workmen always ready. 

REPAIRS OF ALL KINDS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 
A trial solicited. 


C. HALL, 


Cigar Manufactarer and Importer, 


Cc Office—44, BRIDGE STREET. C 
C. H. is now manufacturing a speciality for I 








Christmas presentation, and will be glad to see G@ 
all his customers on the 22nd December, when A 
he will have great pleasure in presenting each. R 
with a box of the above. S 


RAW pPOr 





BILLIARDS. 
JOHN O'BRIEN, 


The only practical Billiard Table Manufacturer in Man- 
chester, respectfully invites INSPECTION OF HIS 
STOCK OF BILLIARD TABLES, which is now the 
largest and most superb in the kingdom, all made under 
his own personal inspection, Sole Maker of the IM. 
PROVED FAST CUSHION, that will never become hard, 





W. HODGSON, 
THE PEOPLE’S ‘BUTCHER, 


117, STRETFORD ROAD, 
Neat to Trinity Church, 








sell for cash at the following prices :— 
BEEP. MUTTON. 
Rounds, Ribs, =a 94a. Legs and Loins ...... 94d. | 
Sirloin .......+++ Shoulders ........4+++ | 
Top Ribs........ee.008 " MUR av00s 95 «000009 74a. | 
Neck Veing.......++++5 AD Ws dcsscacsdenes 5}d.| 


WINDOW TABLETS. 
LOTH BANNERS, with PAPER LETTERS, 
any size, for showrooms, &c, 
Address—6, King Street, Patricroft; and 90, Shoe Lano, 
Fleet-street, London, 1.0, 





HATS. HATS. HATS. 
FOR STYLE AND ECONOMY, 
GO TO WHILES’Ss, 

248, ROCHDALE ROAD. 





OYSTERS! OYSTERS ! OYSTERS! 
THE BEST CHRISTMAS PRESENT 


| Is a barrel or hamper of ANGLO-PORTUGO 


OYSTERS, containing 
50 OYSTERS and an Oyster-knife.... 58. 6d. 
100 OYSTERS and an Oyster-knife.... 10s. 0d. 
Sent direct from the beds, carriyge paid, to 
any station of the United Kingdom. 
Apply, with remittance, to THOS. BRIGHTMAN, 
sen., Manager of the ** Anglo-Portugo” Oyster 
Fisheries, Queenboro’, Kent. The trade supplied. 





NORTH OF ENGLAND 
Co-operative Printing Society 
LIMITED, 

OFFICE: 17, BALLOON STREET, 

‘ CORPORATION STREET. 


Works: New Mownt Street, Manchester; and 40, Highbridge, 
Neweastle. 


PRINTERS, STATIONERS, BOOKBINDERS, 
Machine Rulers, Account-book Manufacturers 


LITHOGRAPHERS, ENGRAVERS, ETC. 





The above firm have spectal facilities for the ewecutiono 
all orders in Bookwork, Pamphlets, Catalogues, and all kind 
of Commercial Printing. 


JOHN HARDMAN, Manager. 













THE CITY | JACKDAW. 








Ww. BATTY & SOW, 
High-class Watch Manufacturers, Goldsmiths and Silversmiths, &c., 


9,,.MARKET STREET, MANCHESTER. 


———— 


SPECIALITIES IN GEM BETROTHAL RINGS. SPECIALITIES IN WEDDING AND ANNIVERSARY PRESENTS. 











JOHN ASHWORTH & CO., 
Wholesale Jewellers, Clock and Watch Manufacturers, and Importers. 


NEW PREMISES CORNER OF “HIGH | ST. ¢ _& TH THOMAS ST., SHUDEHILL. 


Dining and Drawing Room Clocks and Bronzes, &c. ; Electro-plated Tea and Coffee ‘Seatitel, Cruets, Forks, Spoons, &c.; Gold and Silver Watches : : 
9, 15, and 18-carat Hall-marked Alberts; and a Gexeral Stock to suit the requirements of the Trade. 


JOHN ASHWORTH & CO., THOMAS STREET AND HIGH STREET, MANCHESTER, 


COOKE’S ROYAL CIRCUS, 
PETER STREET, MANCHESTER. 











EVERY EVENING AT SEVEN.—Brilliant Success of the Charming Old English Legend and Fairy Story, entitled 


LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD, 


Preceded and followed by 
COOKE’S CELEBRATED EQUESTRIAN TROUPE. 
LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD AT EVERY REPRESENTATION. 
ms NEW YEAR’S DAY, THREE PERFORMANCES! 


Doors open at 11 30, 2, and 7 o'clock. Tuesday, January 2, Three Performances; Doors open at 11 30, 2, and 7 o'clock. Wednesday, January. ; 
waa ey January 4; Friday, January 5; Saturday, January 6; Two Performances ; Doors open at 2 and 7 o'clock. 


Brilliant Reception of the Classical Wonders, Van de Velde and Le Von.. 


Prices, Js., 2s., Is., and 64. Children under ten years of age haif-price to all pests except gallery Half-price at a quarter to nine to stalls and boxes only. Box-office ea 
from 11 to 3 daily. ats reserved per letter or telegram. C. H. REED, Boz- “office — 


WITHINGTON AND DIDSBURY SKATING RINK] WINTER GARDENS, 


OPEN DAILY. SOUTHPORT. 


























OHILDREN’S OHRISTMAS § FETE FOR A FORTNIGHT, 


BAND OF THE 66th LANCASHIRE RIFLE VOLUNTEERS sng Taupiay, Deca 


Will be in attendance during the week. 
OPEN AT HALF-PAST TWO. EVENING AT SEVEN. 


| GIGANTIC CHRISTMAS TREE. E. TOY STALLS. PUNCH & JUDY. 


Sale & Ashton-on-Mersey Skating Rink. ical, and Vents 


T. Barger’s Musical, Mimical, and Ventriloquial Entertainment. 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 





SPLENDID AQUARIUM. 
ADMISSION, 81 SIXPENCE. 


BAND every TUESDAY, THURSDAY, & SATURDAY EVENING. OHRISTMAS EVENING, “GRAND SAORED CONCERT. 
| 


New Year's Day, FINEST RINK IN ENGLAND. BAND AFTERNOON AND EVENING 
BAND AFTERNOON AND EVENING. | Open Daily, 10 a.m. to 9 80 p.m. 


MANCHESTER AQUARIUM. 
GREAT SUCCESS! 





Admission, One Shilling each, including use of skates. 
NOW OPEN. 
( : ERMAN FAIR.—WHAITE’S, BRIDGE STREET. 





——- : —————__. | EXHIBITION of Specimens brought from the Shores of 
(fOYS, DOLLS, GAMES, ete., suitable for PRESENTS. | the SEA OF ANCIENT ICE, by ne M. yey and 

—— =~ : . or mauve | Alert. Dresses worn by the explorers, and other relics. 
C58 (AES RS SP) FRCVERAP PRESTs Sere. Manufactures, works of art, and ae ae of the Esquimaux. 
Food specimens, &c, 


Grand Musical and Pictorial Entertainment 


Illustrative of Arctic explorations, scenes in the most northerly 
regions ever trodden by man. 


a day at 4 and 7-80. Aquarium open all day, Fishes fed at 3.30, 
us every seven minutes. Prices as usual. Children half-price.’ 


J,XPEDITION TO THE aRcTIC REGIONS. 

4 

(J HRISTMAS AT THE NORTH POLE. 
ILLUMINATION | ILLU MIN ATION! PAT | 


(PHE MONSTER SILVER CHRISTMAS TREE, 25ft. high, will be 
ILLUMINATED EVERY EVENING, at the GERMAN FAIR, WHAITE’S, Bridge 
Street, Manchevter. Admission, 6d. each, 
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4% BSumorous and Satirical Journal. 


JACK DAW: 








Vou. IL.—No. 59. 
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[Price Onze Penny. 





MANCHESTER: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1876. 





THE CHEETHAM ASSEMBLIES. 


‘OR the sake of ten righteous men, could so many have been found in 
45 them, the Cities of the Plain might have been spared. Manchester 
fortunately possesses a select company of highly respectable people, for 
whose sake the popular practice of “ promiscuous dancing”—once banned 
by a Free Kirk Presbyter of Ballachulish—has escaped an Episcopal 
curse. The Bishop of Manchester appears to have been asked by a 
popular rector of a populous parish, the other day, to perform Balaam’s 
office in respect of sixpenny balls. This he might have done, but the 
Bishop is at once logical and tender-hearted, and seeing that the Cheetham 
Assemblies must be included in the wide sweep of any general condem- 
nation, he declined the office. It is true that the Bishop assigned a 
supplementary reason for refusing to denounce dancing. He had himself 
danced in his youth. We cannot, however, suppose that the Bishop seriously 
attaches much importance to this consideration, since his lordship would 
doubtless be the last man to uphold his youthful career as the one perfect 
standard of what is proper. No, we are inclined, those of us who enjoy 
a good hop at Belle Vue, to thank the Cheetham Assemblies as the inter- 
mediary which has enabled us to escape whipping. By the way, the 
Bishop’s mixing up this fashionable company with the common herd of 
public-house dancers has given great offence to the select somebodies “in 
business on their own account” who make up the constituency of the 
Manchester Assemblies. One languid swell was heard to declare at the 
Christmas assembly, on Tuesday night, that the Bishop’s speech was 
“awfully bad form,” and showed how little he knew of the fashionable 
folks of whom he spoke. ‘‘ Why,” this gentleman said, ‘‘ he spoke of our 
‘ going down into the Pit,’ when he might have known that we never go 
out of the Dress Circle, unless it be into the Stalls to see a Ballet.” 

What is this Cheetham Assembly, asks the grateful saltatory reader, 
which has averted from our devoted heads an Episcopal fulmination ? 
May I be admitted’a member? Yes, gentle reader, you may, though 
entrance to the Kingdom of Heaven is easier of accomplishment. In the 
first place, are you “in business on your own account”? If so, good. 
You may then buy one of three hundred and thirty £50 shares, should 


one happen to be in the market and obtainable at par. After that he ° 


must run his chance in a secret ballot of the committee. This body con- 
sists of twenty-one gentlemen, selected for their stern sense of propriety, 
and what is haut ton, and five black balls are fatal. Supposing that by 
powerful influence or happy fortune he should pass this ordeal, the share- 
holder is entitled to become a subscriber. If he has only one share, and 
desires to be accompanied to the balls by his wife, his subscription is five 
guineas per annum. If he has obtained two shares on the principle of a 
reduction on taking a quantity, he is only asked to subscribe three guineas. 
Supposing a man isa bachelor, or a widower, and presumably a good 
catch, he is only required to pay two guineas, and gets only one admission. 
Unmarried daughters or sisters are charged for at the rate of five shillings 
ahead. Made free at last of all the privileges of the Assembly caste, the 
happy subscriber passes one ordeal more. He may be an imposter, or he 
may be personated, and to prevent the scandal of an unwarranted foot 
treading the select balls, there stands in the vestibule the great fashion- 
able Eltchi, Mr. Duffield, who knows the social status of everybody who 
is anybody in Manchester as accurately as Dr. M'Kerrow knows the con- 
dition of the bank account of every Scotchman capable of being dunned for 
a subscription towards the erection of a new Presbyterian conventicle. By 
Mr. Duffield the happy subscriber able to pass muster is presented with 





an ivory ticket, or ‘“ bone,” as the magic symbol is irreverently nicknamed 
by some of the junior subscribers, among whom the use of slang is un- 
happily creeping in. Before he enters the saloon, the bearer of the ticket 
is again ‘“‘ boned”—his passport being taken possession of by another 
official almost as knowing as Mr. Duffield himself, and joined to other 
bones in a receptacle appointed for the pyrpose. The subscriber is now 
free to enjoy himself—if he can find a partner willing, and permitted by 
her chaperone to dance with him. This, unless he has a good circle of 
acquaintance, and the business in which he is “on his own account” is a 
sound one, is often a difficult matter. The old beaux, who are the strength 
of the gathering, are inveterate dancers, and monopolise the available 
young ladies by their constant and gallant attentions. Mr. Kennedy, for 
example, who has never been known to miss a dance, for we do not 
care to say how many years, has as many partners in the course of a 
single evening as would set up a “ gentleman not of age or not in business 
of his own account” for an entire season. For it is to be observed that 
under very exceptional circumstances eligible young men who como under 
this description may become subscribers. They must be introduced by 
a member, and balloted for by the committee as aforesaid, and then they 
can pay three guineas for a single admission. 


While in the main it is, as we have shown, a very exglusive body, the 
Cheetham Assembly Company is in one direction very gracious. It has 
a special rule framed for the benefit of ‘‘ Strangers, widows, ladies—Army 
and Navy.” Under this heading, which is singularly mixed, we observe 
that the clergy are included, being probably classified as ladies. The 
whole rule is worth quotation. ‘ Strangers, widows, and single ladies to 
be admitted on the introduction of members by application to the com- 
mittee, at a charge of 10s. 6d. for a gentleman’s, and 7s. for a lady's 
ticket. The clergy and all officers of her Majesty’s Army and Navy to be 
admitted as strangers, and partners in Manchester firms residing twenty- 
five miles from Manchester.” It will be observed that in courting the 
social elevation likely to be conferred upon men who are in business by 
the attendance of officers in the Army and Navy, who have obtained 
promotion by merit or otherwise, the committee is generous beyond what 
can be written. To induce officers and clergymen to dance at their 
assemblies by a declaration that by so doing they will be “admitted as 
ete partners in Manchester firms residing twenty-five miles from 
Manchester,” seems like offering a large bribe, and.we hope that the 
“ Manchester firms residing twenty-five miles from Manchester” appreciate 
the good intentions of those who make it. Siuce the rules of the company 
are nothing if not grammatical, we cannot assume that they declare what 
was never intended. 

We regret to say that, however much courted by the committee and 
admired by the ladies, the military swells who patronise the balls by their 
occasional attendance are by no means favourites with the gentlemen. 
They obtain partners too readily, and like petted and privileged classes 
generally, they are apt to be supercilious to the ‘‘ men in business on their 
own account,” who pay for their entertainment. Besides, they follow the 
absurd custom of wearing spurs while they dance, as if they expected 
every moment in the midst of the revelry by night to be summoned to 
boot and saddle for a midnight march. Your spurs are great destroyers 
of kid leathers, and it is particularly unpleasant to have your shins cut 
up by a ponderous hussar, who has whirled off your Angelina in that 
seductive waltz by Strauss, which the fickle fair one had solemnly booked 
for you an hour before. 





TEETH EXTRACTED WITHOUT PAIN, by aid of NITROUS OXIDE or LAUGHING GAS, warranted perfectly harmless, by 
8. J. JORDAIN, Dentist, 53, Piccadilly (opposite the Infirmary). Established twenty-five years, 
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What are the privileges conferred upon the shareholders and hahalatbens 
They have the finest dancing 
saloons and the entree to the most select society in Manchester. The 
Assemblies are conducted with a propriety that would satisfy the straitest 


in return for their lavish expenditure? 


sect in the fashionable world. At one time, when country members were 
and the fashionable youth of the day were 
given to genereus living, it was found necessary to stop altogether the 
supply of refreshments, and the Assemblies were conducted for some 
The county members evaded the 
rule by bringing their own liquor stores with them in their private 
carriages. Nowadays a mild refreshment is provided, and an industrious 
wine-bibber may got moon-faced towards the small hours by copious 


stronger than they are now, 


seasons on entirely teetotal principles. 


_THE CITY gj ACKDAW. 
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OLD ENGLISH BALLADS.—No. VIII. 


writer of these ballads was a splenetic old humbug—just like the 
editor of the Jackdaw—otherwise he could not have had the heart to 
treat a worthy man—as I have no doubt the subject of this ballad was— 
in the manner he has done. I am so disgusted with his uncharitableness 
that if I knew where he was buried—after being hanged, I daresay—I 
I would go and dig him up, and sell what is left of him for cat’s meat. I 


| have no patience with people who are always carping and snarling at 


eminent men, and indeed feel so strongly about the matter that I should 
have suppressed these verses—only that I didn’t want to lose the trifling 
sum which is paid to me for translating them into modern English. Or, 





libations of claret-eup. Thirggy souls, however, if they are knowing ones, 
who wish to recuperate on something stronger, may make surreptitious 
visits to the cellar, where it has been occasionally possible to obtain 
oysters and champagne, not to mention bitter beer. 


THE “NO THANK YOU” SEASON. 


IBY A HYPOCHONDRIAG, | 


- Hs is the way that the present season is always marked in my 
‘3 Other people look forward to the end of the year with a 
desire of feasting I, on the contrary, regard the 
time as one of compelled abnegation, and a constant saying of “ No thank 
you, I have eaten more than I usually do.” Of course, it. is sordid and 
ridiculous to make these explanations, but what am I todo? As it is, I 
am conscious that during the last few days I have eaten and drunk far 
more than is good for nfe, arid I shudder to think what would be my con- 
dition were it not for a few timely “ No thank yous.” ‘ Let me give you 


calendar. 
and a longing to guzzle. 


a bit more Turkey?” “No thank you!” ‘ What, not a bit more, you 
have had nothing? A bit of stuffing now?” “ No thank you, I have 


had enough.” “ What, no more pudding?” 


evor ont pudding.” 


“No thank you, I hardly 
It would not be polite, you see, to say that I have not 


the digestion of an ostrich, that I do not like Turkey, and abominate all | 


kinds of stuffing. What is the use of dragging one’s digestion into the 


notice of a number of happy and gormandising fellow-Christians?. I 


have no doubt that, in the mind of the hostess, not to like Turkey isa | 
I believe that many respectable and jovial people would set down | 
As for | 


heresy. 
® man who cannot eat a pound and half of Turkey as an infidel. 
the hostess, who has made the pudding, I am sure that unless you eat 
pounds of it, she does not regard you as a fellow-Christian at all. So 
“No thank you” of mine brings upon me the scorn and contempt of 
my fellow-creatures. The fact is that a man who says “ No thank you” 
at Christmas has no right to live. There is, of course, an end to all 
eating and drinking, but the feeding which ends with ‘“‘ No thank you” is 
most unorthodox. The proper way to do is to go on eating until nobody 
thinks it worth while to ask you to eat any more. This is the legitimate 
After a certain time I have noticed 
that this happy period of the feast infallibly arrives ; a man lays down his 
knife and fork, or spoon, or what not, and leans back in his chair with 

No thank you” but he never gets the chance of uttering 
those disgraceful words, for in order to preserve harmony and joy, the 
good genius of Christmas has spread a spell over entertainers and enter- 
tained, and unless a man happens to say “‘ No thank you” very early in 
the day, the words will remain unspoken. For this reason, though, I 
enjoy Christmas festivities apart from guzzling, I should prefer to dine 
on bread and water among the coals, and come up when the dinner is 
but this is out of the question. As to drinking at this season, I 
No thank you,” which I have 


this 


climax of the great Christian festival. 


on his lips; 


over ; 


think that a glass of liquor for every “ 


uttered, would fill a small cask, and supply me with liquor for the rest of 
For my part, lam always heartily glad when the “ No thank | 


the year. 


you” It is a time of irritation for mind and body, and a 
thoroughly unwl olesome institution. 


BOASON 18 Over. 


stay; perhaps I do the author an injustice. Perhaps he was a reporter, 
| and flourished just at the time when nearly every man in Manchester 

thought he could make a speech, and made it. In that case I can under- 
| stand, if not forgive, his bitterness of spirit. If my hypothesis is correct, 
modern reporters ought to thank their stars that they live in days when 
no one speaks unless he has really something to say, and we are not 
troubled by wind-bags insisting on airing their opinions on matters 
of which they know just as much as a cow knows of the way milk is made 
in Manchester. 


Tuts is a story of blighted ambition, 

And of a very grotesque exhibition, 

Made of himself by a certain tactician, 

Who thought that he was an astute politician. 


And I hope very much that no ignorant calf, 
Will regard my assertion as nothing but chaff, 
Or, think that I want to make Noodledom laugh, 
When I say that this man was too clever by half. 


Certain it is that but rarely, if ever 
Before did a man use such frartic endeavour 
| To make of himself a political lever, 
As Mister J. Bremner, the deep, and the clever. 


Certain this too, that the world was unanimous 
In very shrewdly suspecting his animus, - 

Even the paper which used to Examine us, 
Thought he was—well, just a bit pusillanimous. 
Also, perhaps wrongly they thought him a trimmer, 
(He never would boil but just frothil} simmer,) 

At best, his renown was a very dull glimmer, 

And waxtd persistently dimmer and dimmer. 


He was one of those men quite above all suspicion, 
Whose conduct is marked by the nicest precision, 
Who never are guilty of sins of commission, 

And never forget they are “men of position.” 


But, the world doesn’t like such immaculate purity— 
Doesn’t believe in a spotless maturity, 

Such people will promise all things for futurity— 

The world’s rather doubtful about the security. 

No doubt Mister B. had the noblest intention, 

And greatly deplored every kind of dissension, 

But, the worst of it was, (you'll allow me to mention.) 
He was always so prone to a &tate of suspension. 


Still, we might perhaps, have pardoned this wily tactician, 
If he’d only not posed as a great rhetorician, 

His speeches, (I say it with all due submission.) 

Might have made a man swear himself into perdition. 


Such glowing harangues ! full of blood and of thunder, 
And, of course, every species of natural wonder, 

Of earthquakes, anc torrents, and forces from under, 
All rending the enemy’s castles asunder. 














"T'was funny to hear him affect the scholastic, 
Or mouthing a big peroration bombastic— 
I don’t wish to say e’en a word that’s sarcastic, 
But it acted on me like a powerful drastic, 
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He talked very much/like a Methody preacher, 
Seemed to think of himself as a Heaven-sent teachér ; 
But I’m perfectly certain that no mortal creature 
Could hear Mistér Bremner with serious feature. 
You'll understand why his political kin 

Should ne'er let him play as the first violin, 
Although he was useful in’ helping to win, 
Because he was master of plenty of tin. 

And he thought ita shame that a man of position 
Should not be allowed to attain his ambition 

Of being considered a great politician, 

And setting the Irk in a state of ignition. 

He often accused all the world of insanity, 

Or of more stupid, pig-headed inanity, 

Just because some, with the greatest urbanity, 
Mentioned his name in connection with vanity. 
In Cave of Adullam he still is surviving, 
Constantly working, and struggling, and striving, 
In.the vain hope of- his glory. reviving, 

And at political Canaan arriving. 

So oft men who think they are born to distinction 
Find out, afterall, that they’re doomed to extinction. 





A -MANLEY EDUCATION. 


IR Edward .Lee writes to the Guardian to correct a statement mado 
in that paper to the effect that he, Sir Edward, “ hoped ‘to educate 
the public of Manchester,” by his management of Manley Park. It is 
quite possible that the knight had no such intention, believing that the 
public of Manchester haye been already tolerably ‘ educated” in many 
ways bythe proceedings in connection with the Manley grounds, as for 
instance the reading public have learned :— 
How .to,get, together a big fortune and then to smash up gracefully. 
How to get one’s name up by figuring as a philanthropist, 
How to expose a humbug. 
How an unartificated bankrupt can deal with thousands of pounds. 
How to get up enthusiasm and a balance-sheet. 
How to make the best of a bad bargain. 
How to make a silk purse ont of a sow’s ear. 
How to get up controversies in the newspapers. 
In -fact, people who have studied the history of Manley Hall for the 
last two years may be said to have received a complete education, fitting 
them for almost any walk in life. 





THE BISHOP OF MANCHESTER AND THE CLAIMANT. 
ISHOP FRASER. is very hard-hearted .after all. He -has ‘been 
moved to deep pity by the accounts of the Turkish atrocities on the 
Bulgarians, and yet he cannot find it in him to take up the cause of that 
unfortunate nobleman-who is now languishing at Dartmoor. It seems 
that that magnificent organization, the Magna Charta Association, has 
found out some mew evidence in ‘favour of the unhappy person who is 
scornfully called the Claimant. A Mr. C. E. Green, bélonging ‘to that 
body, was green enough to ask the Bishop’s opinion on the subject, to 
which application his Lordship made the following reply :— 
Sir,—As requested, I acknowledge receipt of your letter. As the docu- 


mentary evidence to which Mr. E. K. Karslake’s letter refers is not before’ 


me, I have no means of forming any estimate of its value. Even if it 
were, I should still be unable to test its weight unless it had undergone 
the careful sifting in a court of justice, which is indispensable to measure 
the value of evidence in a case of this kind.—I am, sir, your faithful 
servant, J. MANCHESTER, 

If the Bishop goes on in this way he will soon lose any reputation which 
he may have as a champion of freedom. It will be remembered that we 
endeavoured to enlist his Lordship’s enormous energies and fluent 
tongue on the side of this oppressed martyr. How we failed is written 





in the diocesan chronicles. The Bishop went the length ef accusing us 
of foolish joking, and wrote to the daily papers about it. After this we 
wash our hands of the matter. The Claimant is a doomed man, for 
we verily believe that the Bishop of Manchester is the only advocate 
in England who would be able to whitewash him. 





LITERARY NOTES. 


Sr. Curistorner, with Psat anp Sone. By Maurice Baxter, author of 
“ James Strathgeld, part of an Autobiography.” (Hodder & Stoughton, 
1876.) 

HESE poems deserve to take high rank among the religious poetry 
of the day. ‘They possess in a rare degree both beauty of expression 
and sweetness and depth of thought. Here is a gem from an exquisitely- 
finished string of verses :— 
“She brought her box of eastern scents ; 
The oil perfumed His feet ; 
To others *twas five hundred pence : 
To Him a worship meet.” 
This, again, from “ For the Hour of Death,” is one of those precious 
bits of pure ore which are sure to settle in the memory :— 
“ All my past belongs to Thee, 
And from sin and misery 
Thou hast set Thy servant free. 
All my future with Thee lies 
In the compass of Thine eyes; 
In Thy guidance good and wise.” 
And this deals with a matter about which, in general, wo think more 
than we speak. The “ wise virgin” is making an appeal for her foolish 
sisters :— 
“TI do not dare for them to plead ; 
Thy wounds, five earnest voices, pray ; 
The Son of Man, who once could bleed, 
With Son of God will intercede, 
As man with God till dawn of day 
Strove and prevailed on Jabbok’s mead.” 

If Maurice Baxter goes on writing like that, he cannot fail by-and-by to gain 

the public ear. He is terse, a rare merit among religious poets; and, 

clearly a business-man himself, he looks at things in a way with whieh 
those who live in the thick of the world will be sure to sympathize. 

Moreover, the type and ornamentation are perfect, and give to the little 

volume that outward fitness fora Christmas present which its contents 

do not. belie. 





Marx Eyuimer’s Revencz. By Mrs. J. K. Spender, author of “ Parted 
Lives,” “ Jocelyn’s Mistake,” &c. &c. 
RS. SPENDER has given us an excellent picture of what a daugh- 
ter may do to hold a honschold togethor. Mr. Gaythorne, against 
whom Captain Eylmer has grievances enough to justify him in his 
“revenge,” is a weak, helpless kind of man, whose one.object ig,to keep 
out of the way of him whom he has wronged. His younger daughter, 
Rosette, is a beautiful giddy flirt, without capacity for deep affection or 
prudence enough to sacrifice to duty the whim of the moment. Maitland, 
the elder girl (perfect except in name), is a model daughter, and a sister 
who manages to lead her sister right when words are of no avail. 
Rosette has also the discipline of suffering. TheF'renchman, for whom 
she deserts her affianced lover, turns out very different from what she 
expected. But trial does its work, not (as sometimes in real life) in 
hardening, but in elevating and purifying both wife and husband. The 
story we will not spoil by giving any part of it. It is well sustained 
throughout—thoronghly lively, yet not at all sensational in the bad sense ; 
wholly free, too, from the blots which mar too many ladies’ novels. We 
recommend it, both for the skill of the plot and the truthfulness of the 
detalis. 
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AMUSEMENTS. 








TS SAtaS ROYAL, MANCHE ESTER. 
Proprietors....The Theatre Royal Company, ¥ Limited. 
WANG eo cp cccccvesccccgscces tire y= 
ROBINSON CEUSOE 


he GRANDEST SPECTACLE 
MOST AMUSING PANTOMIME BVER WITNESSED. 
Vide the opinion of the whole Press of Manchester. 
TU-NIGHT (FRIDAY), at SEVEN O'CLOCK, the 


GRAND CHRISTMAS PANTOMIME, 
ROBINSON ORUSOE AND HIS MAN FRIDAY; 


Or, Wickep Kino Crap AND THE Goop Farmy CorRAL FROM UNDER THE SEA. 
WRITTEN BY F. C. BURNAND, ES 
The plot arranged by, and the whole produced under, the personal direction of Mr. SIDNEY. 





IMMORTALS. 


King Crab (the wished) ..ccccccscccccccccoscccvcccscccesecetons Mr. GEORGE JAMES 
Aquarium (his daughter). 










Aurora Borealie,........ The three good fairies and) ..Miss LILLIAN RAMSDEN 
Polarina ° protectors of Robinson | .... Miss DAISY RAMSDEN 
Progressista . eh Crusoe. ) doepee Miss LOUISA ORECY 
Coralia (the Coral Queen) pocbbndedoevetebeves so etadtoniiaisssze Sie ror NOTT 
GUE oc ccrcccescesesocee eo . 88 ULIE CLAREMONT 
PUNE sacccscccncosbslbsste "| her attendants 1:2 Miss MINNIE PALMER 
MORTALS. 
EE, 5.5.0000000060500086 0060004060000 csnCeRRReSeNSerSeRnns Miss AMALIA 
tee Geeeed. .. in0> armarenecede sheen sens coendiere cones ewaneus Mr. T. F. DOYLE 
Ben Bo'sen (in love with Mra. Crusoe) ... 6... cece cceeeeeewees Miss LAURA FAY 
a ody (the bold bucoameer) .. 6.66.66 cece cere ee eweeeeenns Mr. J, WAINWRIGHT 
King Kallibro (Chief of the Cannibals)................eeeeeeees Mr. FRANK BARSBY 
DOE GP ED Uso didbdavoccedcccesuccevcccoctccccsotboeveteeusbee Mr. PALMER 
i i i PE, «006 0 nccccenensiccaece oie eeneseecetumians Mr. BAINS 
Polly (Robinson's Sweetheart) ......6.6.ccccccccececeseteveceesueees Miss ROSE LEE 
Dame Crusoe (Robinson's Stepmother) ........ 6.600 cccceeeeeeecee Mr. H. D, BURTON 
The Sea Bird of great EEN BhGS0bcboscdeocesecebonstecdeaneel by A DOWNEY BEAK 
Jacko (Robinson's Monkey) «2... 66666 cccccccccccecceeewense Mr. JOHN MARTINETTE 
IE on Dace ccedannnsteapencetenedeseee Master A. MARTINETTE 
ae TE ND 6.0005.0.0000.0000030<b0tiecncecesencses Mr. E, MARTINETTE 


Fays, Fairies, Demons, Cock-a-too, Niggers, Savages, Insecta, Fish, Sailors, 
Lanses, Prese-anne, | &c., by numerous auxiliaries. 


Janseuse Assoluta 
MDLLE. BETTY RIGL. 
eit PRICE. 


Premidres Danseus: s : 
Miss GEORGIE WRIGHT. 
E MORTIMER. Miss FANNY BROCK 
And a charming —- be Ballet. 
THE WORLD-RENOWNED MAJILTONS. 
SYNOPSIS OF SCENERY. 
Scene 1. SEAWEED CAVE. 
Beme2. ABODE OF THE ICE QUEEN AT THE NORTH POLE. 
GRAND SNOW BALLET. 
Scene3. DAME CRUSOE’S SHOP. 
Scene 4. The PORT of HULL. 
Seene 5. UNDER the SEA. 
Beene 6. T = STORM AND SHIPWRECK. 
Budden nee of the Fairy Bird 
Beene 7. The SLAND and RISING TIDE. 
Scene & Mrs, CRU SOE’S KITCHEN. 


Mise JUL 
Mises ANN 


Scene 10. INDIAN WOOD (sunset 
— en — CRUSOE. 
cene A )»D (moonlight). 
Incidental to the Pantomime. 
PALACE OF THE CORAL QUEEN. 
THE MAJILTONS, 
In their “ Act Fantastique 
AND GRAND PROCESSION OF TE ‘PIGMY wa 
TRANSFORMATION SCENE: HOME OF THE VINE, 
COMIC SCENES AND HARLEQUI NADE, by the MARTINETTE FAMILY. 
A MORNING PERFORMANCE 
TO-MORROW (Saturday ), at TWO O'CLOCK, and 
EVERY DAY IN NEW YEAR'S WEEK. 
Bor-office open daily from eleven till four o'clock, and from seven until nine o'clock. 








AMUSEMENTS. 


PBINCE'S.—TO NIGHT, AT SEVEN, 





will be presented « grand Oriental Fairy Pantomime and Spectacle, entitled 


SINDBAD. 
Arranged and produced under the personal direction of 
H. B. FARNIE. 


The costumes may tr this production by the most eminent Parisian 
Artistes—the grotesque RANER, fe celebrated careaturat; the id ballets 
and fanciful costumes Ad. MARRE, moat to the Grand Opera of P.: 
entrusted to ie 


e execution 
of the costumes has been 


great French house of DELPHINE BARON 
ET CIE (costumiers to the ~ a, Porte St. Martin, &c.), to AUGUSTE & 
CO., and Miss FISHER, of “and Miss BAKER and assistants. The Armour, 
Jewels, &c., y heed of Parte = KENNEDY, of Birmingham, The new 
and elaborate 4 by Mr. F. HAWLEY and nts. The novel ant startling 
Mechanical Effects by Mr. John BYRNES and assistants, The rich and varied 
Accessories by Mr. T. ROBI SON. a assistants. The dissolving and chromatropic 
light effects by the eminent Manchester optician. Mr. B. DANCER: the slides 
from the conde of the celebrated artist, Chevalier LAFO: SE. Gas engineer, Mr. John 
WHATMOUGH. The arrangement of the Divertissements, under the direction of 
Miss E. TOMS, and (of the juvenile ballet) of Miss GILBERT. The vou. and 
instr 1 music, d from the most recent works of Herve, Lecocgq, Stra’ 0, 

Barri, Debillemoat, as well as the current Bmglish reportoire, by Mr. F. ST NISLAUS, 

who has also writtem original music oe the two grand ballets, and a ballet for Miss 
Corri, especially for this prod dag transformation music. By the courtesy of 
Messrs. Cramer and Co, ey att London, selections from the latest operas 
bouffe by Offenbach VOYAGE DANS LA LUNE, LA CREOLE, and LA BOU. 

LANGERE, will be presented during the evening, "thus affording the Manchester 
puolic the first acquaintance with these popular scores. 

Characters by Mesdames FANCHITA, ALICE COOK, MARIE WILLIAMS, 
M. LUCETTE, JULIA BULLEN, E. TOMS, NELLIE KENNEDY, and 
KATHLEEN CORRI, &c. ; Messrs. J. ROUSE, A. BRENNIR, G. SHELTON, 
J. CANFIELD, H. BOOKER, W. LANGLEY, J. W. LAWRENCE, GEORGE 

LEWIS, and J. H. RYLEY, &c. 

SCENERY AND INCIDENTS. 
Scene I,—Subterranean Hall of the Furies. Rending Walls of Pandemonium. 

Scene II.—The Orange Market. 
Scene I1I.—The Excursion Wharf of Bassorah. Scene IV.—Main Deok of the Ship. 
Ballet Divertissement—The Pirate's Revel. Premieres Danseuse ; MADDLE. 
MARIE VALAIN, (of the Grand Operas of Vienna and Berlin), and MADDLE. 

PIA SCOTTI, (of the Grand Operas of Milan, Brussels, &c.) 

Scene V.—The Enchanted Valley ofthe Roc. Scene VI.—Hall of One Thousand Steps. 

Scene VII.—The Matrimonial Market. Grotesque Cotillon by THE BOUNDERS 

OF THE BOSPHORUS. 

Scene 1X.—The Palace of Sweet Waters, Grand Ballet—The Revolt of the Harem, 
Scene X.—The Hall of a Thousand Steps. Scene XI.—The Gardens of the Seraglio. 
Scene XII.—The Fairies’ Fan. 

THE GRAND TRANSFORMATION, entitled THE DREAM OF THE SPHINX. 
First Tableau : Last Days of Memnon and the Sphinx. The last chant of 

the Priests of Memnon. 

Second Tableau: The Wrecked Caravan of the Desert. The Vulture’s Feast. 
Third tableau : The path to India, The barque of commerce crosses the desert sands 
and fraught with the Good Spirits of Enterprise, Justice, and Civilisation, 
is welcomed by THE GENIUS OF INDIA, and her attendant nymphs from the Red 
Sea to the VALE OF CASHMERE. 








iat cococscneskcbiadssidedhibbicietiudiats MR. GEORGE (Jolly Little) LEWIS. 
Harbeqain,...ssscessee+sasese bookhGaeees Sa cabOv eee aybed MR. WILL LANGLEY. 
t+ 5 incsarceieniastanmabateeieecansacsemaaeeel MR. J. W. LAWRENCE. 
Qateabileekis.. dikes Sthoésshieteisiatl bate eebkab MISS L, MANLOND. 


AN INTERVAL OF FIVE MINUTES, 
Scene 1.—Confiding Street. During this scene a selection will be played from Offen- 
bach’s new opera bouffe, “ La Creole.” 

Sccne I1.—Our Village in Summer. Introduction to the model rustics of MAJOR 
BURK, the Champion American Drillist, who will show conclusively, by the 
rapidity of his performance, that it is quite possible for one 
soldier to “ surround” theenemy. Followed by 
G. LEVANTINE, the American Wonder. In this scene, the music will be from Offen- 
bach’s recent Opera Bouffe, ‘‘ La Bowlangere.” 

Sceme 11I.—Our Village in Winter. Appearance of the graceful and daring Russian 
Skaters, Messrs. French and Harris, and Maddle. Rose, Followed 

by an entirely original Polar Divertissement, entitled 
THE SNOWFLAKE BALLET. 
The four Robin Red Breasts, by Misses Wood, Norton, Marshall, and Carroll, The 
Falling Snowstorm, The Scared Robins. And the flight of the 
villagers by lantern light. 
Circle and Stalls, 5s. Box Office open from 11 to 8. 





 aemoieas —-MORNING PERFORMANCE, TO-MORROW, 
GATURDAY, AND EVERY DAY NEXT WERK. 





ONEE HALFPENNY WEEKLY.—*“ JOSHA’S HAWP’NY JOURNAL,” 


Weekly . A new and Lancashire story, entitled “ FAMILY 
LINKS,” by Cheawbenter, author of “ y neet; or, Josha, theau’rt fuddiet 3 
spay Sel "and other Lancashire lo May be had of G. Renshaw, 

newsagents and street boys. by John Hey wood, Deansgate, Manchester 





“Gloria,” 8 for 2s 6d. Best Havanna Cigars—really choice. Smokers’ Requisites of every 
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WHAT FOLKS ARE SAYING. 


HAT after the gallant services of the police in Salford, in exterminating 
a mad bull, and nearly slaughtering two women, the constables are 
to be armed with revolvers. 

That Captain Torrens intends to insist upon their going in for target 
practice, in the hope that some of them, at least, will be able to make 
bull’s-eyes. 

That the fact that Sir Edward Lee, the chairman of the Manley Hall 
Company, lives at Hornsey Rise, doesn’t account for his attempting to 
take a rise out of the public. 

That it doesn’t account either for the immense rise in the value of the 
shares. 

That the Rev. Knox Little, at the newsboys’ dinner, gave an illustration 
of the clerical cut—of beef. 

That he afterwards talked so rapidly, and got so vigorous, that a small 
boy said he was increasing his circulation. 

That Mr. John Bright has written to a Mr. Guy to say that Tory papers 
were given, as the Scotch say, to Leigh-ing. 

That at the Reform Club ball, an honourable M.P. gave a specimen of 
dancing attendance at court. 

That two or three lively members who were returning home after the 
ball, in a glorious state, had a narrow escape of going in for a quod-drill. 

That there’s a frightful fuss brewing about billsticking. 

That several of the worst offenders are so afraid that they’ve taken to 
their beds—four-posters. 

That it is odd the result of the election scrutiny in St. James’s Ward 
should have left the candidates even. 

That Miss Becker has become a friar of orders gray. 

That nevertheless her habit is strictly Protestant, being in Ulster. 

That half the young sparks at the Reform Club propose also to take 
orders—in petticoats. 

That it is madder of surprise that the oldest man in Manchester should 
have been dyeing for eighty years. 

That the treasurers of the Royal Infirmary propose to purchase May- 
field printworks, where the Centenarian has lived and dyed so long, as 
the site in Manchester most favourable to longevity. 

That the Bishop of Manchester has begun to read up the Infirmary 
question, with a city councillor as coach. 

That a Scotchman in Seedley was deterred from naming his house Ben 
Nevis, lest he should get mixed up with the other Bens—white and black— 
who occupy & high position in the neighbourhood. 

That the Church’s disorders cannot be cured by Tooth extraction, as 
was suggested by the witty rector of Harpurhey in the Cure-ier, while the 
holders of other cures continue to Hatch-’em. 

That all the editors of our Blue contemporaries in Lancashire blushed 
a glowing crimson when they read Mr. John Bright's letter on Tory 
gutter literature in the Leigh Chronicle. 





THE TOWN CLERK AND THE ST. GEORGE’S WARD 
ELECTION. 
Scene.—The Mayor’s Parlour at the Town Hall. Sir Joszrn and the 
Mayor, conversiug. 

Sir Joseph. Well, upon my word, I’m very glad of the result of the St. 
George’s Ward election, petition. 

The Mayor. So am I. 

Sir Joseph. Both sides were to blame. 

The Mayor. Exactly; it was a case of the pan and the kettle. 

Sir Joseph. I wonder who's coming out. 

The Mayor. §$o dol. 

Sir Joseph. I think we ought to have a thoroughly good representative 
man, one of the people’s leaders, not a twopenny tin-pot man; we've got 
too many of them in the Council already. What do you think her 





Majesty will enttenn we rng out Ae teliry ] to 79 and tell her he’s 
only a rag and bone merchant? 


The Mayor. I dread the consequences; knighthood seems to be 
further off than ever. 

Sir Joseph. But just think what she would say if we had such a man 
in for St. George’s Ward as [whispers]. Why, she takes an interest in 
horse-racing, and no doubt she would be delighted to think that we had 
amongst us such a patron of the national sport. 

The Mayor. Ah, I’m not so sure of that. 

Sir Joseph. Well, what do you say to (whispers) ? 

The Mayor, Good heavens, no! [Flies for his life.) 

Sir Joseph. I thought that name would startle him; he never could 
bear the idea of a Manchester momen respi 





ODE TO THE NEW YEAR. 


[BY A POET UNDER DIFFICULTIES. 


ITH solemn thought the poet greets 
/ The midnight babble of the bells 
That bursts upon the silent streets, 
And floats away o’er far-off fells. 
My senses seem to bridge the gap 
That lies ’twixt earth and things above— 
A voice assails me, ‘* Will yon tap 
That cask of porter for me, love ? 


Tis done, and I am free to think 
How swiftly pass the years and hours, 

While stars in solemn banter blink 
Upon this sordid world of ours. 

The tick of Time’s unwinded clock 
Suggests that life is but a froth, 

And man a—— Dearest, will you rock 
The baby while I lay the cloth ? 


And has that music nought to urge »—— 
My dear, you've got him all askew, 
You'll break his back—the old year’s scourge 
Should urge us to improve the new ; 
And if the bells—and if, I say, 
And if the lesson of their chime —— 
You've written quite enough to-day, 
Give me the child, it’s supper time. 


The house is still at last, and I 
Can give indulgence to my thymes, 
And steep my soul in poet 
Let’s see, where was I 2—ah! the chimes— 
Dear me, I ‘wish that horrid dog 
Had got a bullet through his head ; 
I think I'll take one glass of grog, 
And smoke one pipe, aud go to bed, 





THE MAYOR HANGS OUT HIS STOCKING. 


Scenr.—The Mayor's Private Parlour door, Town Hall. Christmas Eve. 

Mr. Ward [keeper of the hall, soliloquizing}. Well, now, what shall I 
put in his Worship’s stocking? He's hung it out on the handle of the 
door here, just as all his predecessors did before him; and he expects 
that I, or some other fairy, will put something into it. What on earth 
shall it be! I wish the stocking was big enough to hold the Town Clerk, 
who’s below, enjoying his cigar before starting home. I’m at my wits’ 
end, Ah! Ihave it. I'll just slip out and get a bottle of best Corpo- 
ration port, pop it into his stocking, and he can help himself to a glass 
or two of it. [Departs, returns with bottle, places it in the stocking, and 
then departs again.) 

Sir Joseph Heron (entering on the scene}. Hallo! hum, ha! Thought 
the Mayor was above this sort of thing. Well, never mind, I suppose I 
must play the same prank on him as I have done on other mayors, for 
nearly a quarter of a century, on Christmas Eves. [Takes the bottle out 
of the stocking, and puts it in his overcoat pocket.) Just so! Now I'll 
leave the Mayor a little billet dour in his stocking which will open his 
eyes. [Writes on envelope, places writing in stocking, and then departs. 
The Mayor, in his dressing-gown, comes out of the parlour.) 

The Mayor. Now, 1 wonder what the stocking contains. Ah! ha, do 
Idream? No. ThenT'lldoit. ([Reads.) ‘Is it to be City Hall or 
Town Hall? Go in for the old name, and win.” 





description, at 66, Market Street, and 32, Victoria Street.—T. R. WITHECOMB, Proprietor. 
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REJECTED CONTRIBUTION. 
To the Editor of the “ City Jaekdaw.” 


Dean Sin,—Being a constant reader of your Journal, I place before 
you my first efforts in making poetry. ‘* Our Own Poet” has given some 
very good hints, and I hope that ere long he may see the ‘‘ young poets” 
of his staff turn out extra well. If you think the poetry worth inserting, 
if not, waste-paper basket.*—Yours respectfully, 

W. E. B. 


please do 80 ; 


ASHTON RINK. 


The Rink at Ashton is the place 

To meet the girls who skate with grace, 
For there the gentry go to find 

The lady suited to their mind. 


I go, and gaze around with pleasure 
To see the girls revolve at leisure, 

And in a moment I espy 

A pretty maiden passing by. 

A lovely hand was clasped in mine, 
While arms around the waists entwine, 
As on the Rink we take our stand, 
’Midst strains of music from the band. 


My partner does her tongue employ, 
And with sly looks and glances coy 
Calls to her aid brave Cupid's dart, 
Which makes an entrance in my heart. 


Now of my speech I've no control, 
Love's passion only fills my soul, 
While asking her with conseious pride 
To name the day she’d be my bride. 


Then o’er her cheeks deop blushes crept 
As came the whisper “ I'll accept ;” 
Thus she replied, and in a wink 

She calmly fainted on the Rink. 





* We adopt a middle course.—Ep. 0. J. 


MUSICAL HUMAN NATURE. 


[BY A LOVER OF NATURE.) 
No. IX.—THE WAITS. 


T It is not often that a whole article, extending to 
a column in length, can be summarized as pithily and appropriately. 
The subject, too, may be taken in itself as a summary, the peculiar 
musical exercise which is called the “Waits” including, as a rule, the 
manipulation or other treatment of overy instrument which has been as 
yet mentioned in this series. It was my experience on this Christmas 
Eve, now happily passed, to be escorted to my bed by the music of ao 
trumpet or horn, soothed to rest by an accordion, awakened immediately 
by a trombone, kept awake by a big drum, rendered preternaturally lively 
by the singing of psalms, and summoned to my cold bath in the morning 
by the notes of ‘ Christians awake.” Now, perhaps some people will 
blame me for saying that these things are a nuisance, and possibly I shall 
be reminded of the happiness of living in a Christian land and under a 
Christian dispensation; but Iam sure that any heathen who happened 
to pay a visit to an average English Christian household, would be 
justified in exclaiming, ‘‘ Hark how these Christians annoy one another!” 
As a matter of fact, anything moro irritating or distressing in the way of a 
public institution than that of “ Waits” or carol-singing it would be hard 
to discover. On Christmas morning, the “‘ Waits” are everywhere the 
theme of grumbling condolement. Nobody says, “‘ What lively music 
that was last night!" but the universal speech is, ‘Were there many 
‘ Waits’ your way? How did you sleep?” The answer is invariably a 
half-hearty witticism and a doleful shake of the head; and notes are 
compared all day with reference to the effect of the row overnight. The 





HIS is a nuisance. 








present article—no, nor an article fifty times its length—would not be 
long enough to discuss the reason why this abominable custom of 
midnight prowling, howling, yelling, and squeaking should be fostered 
and permitted for about a month once a year, For be it noted that the 
* practising” and experimental proceedings last about ten days; then 
after that there are about ten days of the actual nuisance ; and finally 
there are ten days more consumed by those minstrels in tapering it off, 
and getting accustomed to living peaceably, without murdering .the 
nightly rest of their fellow-creatures. I assume for myself, mind you, 
that on this occasion I am in unison with all my readers, and with every 
sensible fellow-creature. I have at times my likings and dislikings, and 
am whimsical, but there is nothing whimsical in the objection to being 
disturbed of nights by discordant prowlers. Why or wherefore these 
people thus discordantly prowl, what purpose is supposed to be served, or 
why reasonable beings should put up with it, are questions into which the 
entering is not worth while. It is possible that a few individuals among 
the objectionable bands who make Christmas nights hideous may be 
actuated by holy Christian feelings. If they are so, the sooner they learn 
to give vent to their sentiments in a less objectionable manner the 
better. There is, however, little doubt about the motives of the mass of 
these disturbers of our rest, and none at all about their habits and ways, 
For my part it is no more grateful to my ears to hear a drunken cad 
howling hymns at midnight as to listen perforce to a pothouse song from 
the same throat. I know very well that young men and young women 
who prowl about the streets at midnight, whether connected with schools 
and choirs or not, are apt to get into mischief. . Let them prowl by all 
means if they like, and if there is no one who cares to look after them ; 
but when they keep me awake all night, under pretence that they are 
celebrating a holy Christmas custom, I feel inclined to throw buckets of 
water over them, or to call for the police, if that were any use; and I am * 
excessively annoyed with the absurd conduct of my fellow-creatures who 
encourage, passively or actively, such a pest and nuisance. 





JOHN GILES’S GHOST. 


HE night it was dark, and the stars overhead 
Were hid in a calm cloudy sky ; 

All nature was hushed like a thing that was dead, 

And the lanes and the woods wore an aspect of dread, 
Save the wind, which breathed gently a sigh. 

A traveller alone trod’ the road in the night, 
A stout muffled figure was he; 

His face. it was brisk, but he seomed so. bedight, 

For he scarce knew the.way in the thick of the night, 
Few paces before could he see. 


’Twas lonesome the road, but it lay, straight before 
Till it merged throngh a thickly-grown wood ; 
John Giles knew it well, but he cared little more 
Than if he had stood at his own cottage-door, 
For its windings he well understood. 


At his father’s old homestead to-night was a'feast, 
A bright welcome he knew was in store ; 

And he pictured the greetings from firat to the least, 

For to-night the stray family once again pieced 
As for many years had not before. 

And now in the depth of the wood without fear 
His footstep the silence disturbs ; 

The echoes confined close around sound so queer, 

But stout was his heart, and he stayed not to leer, 
No fancy his spirit e’er curbs. 

But he had not gone far when a footstep hehind 
Seemed to double the echoing resound, 

At first 'tseemed a fancy, a thing of the mind ; 

But again on the gravel twas seeming to grind, 
And, turning his head, he looked round. 
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He stayed not his walk, and smiled at the thought 
That his fancy should lead him astray, 

But look as he would, no figure he caught, 

In vain for a friend or a spectre he sought, 
So he plodded on briskly his way. 

But again.did the footstep behind come apace, 
And seemed to be gaining on him ; 

His impulse for once was to join in a race, 

But, undaunted in courage, determined to face, 
Be it friend or companion more grim. 


So he quickly stood still, and faced right-about, 

And peered in the darkness behind, 
Saying ‘ Neighbour or friend, what have you to doubt? 
Come, draw alongside, we shall not fall out, 

If you, sir, will please be so kind.” 


No answer was made, only echo replied, 

And whispered the words to and fro; 
Then dead was the silence, no thing he descried, 
All hushed was the darkness on every side ; 

So forward he ventured to go. 


The moment.he started again he could hear 
The same dogged step ag before ; 
And now for a moment his heart quailed with fear— 
He thought of his friends and his children dear, 
Whom he feared he should never see more. 


And as oft as he halted ’twas always the same, 
The mimicry equalled his pace ; 

He screwed up his courage—it was an odd game— 

He ran a short distance, the mimic did same ; 
And cold grew the sweat on his face. 


But the verge of the wood at last he had gained, 
And now, in a fit of despair, 

He ran with all might till the house he attained; 

And, bursting within with what strength there remained, 
He exhaustedly sank on a chair. 


All terrified now with questions they piled, 

Till his strength and his courage returned ; 
Then briefly he told them, and even he smiled, 
To think he could really have been such a child, 

And with great indignation he burned. 


His story now filled them with anger and fright, 
And determined to fathom the cause, 

They joined in a body, with lantern alight, 

And followed him closely out into the night, 
Till they came to the outer hedgerows. 


They startled to find in the holly among 
A very old man lay reclined, 

His hair it was white, and his beard it was long, 

And he seemed to be singing an old carol-song, 
And a twig round his head was entwined. 

And who do you think, now, that old fellow was? 
Old Christmas, as drunk as a lord? 

They tried to awake him, he fell in a doze, 

He breathed very heavily now through the nose, 
And he slept just a year, on my word. 





THE THEATRES. 

‘ATLING a pantomime this season, the Queen’s Theatre has pro- 
A, ‘duced a new spectacular drama by Mr. Halliday. The motives 
which abtuated the management in this course fire easy to guess, and we 
allude to them in no spirit of unkindness. We doubt, however. the 
wisdom of the decision, because non-professional experience teaches that 
a very ‘funny and entertaining pantomime may be produced with the 
slenderést of resources, especially at a popular house. This truth has 
been exemplified more than once, though not to its full extent, at the 
house of which we write. While, however, we regret the absence of 
panfomime at the Queen’s, there is this to be said, that the exclusive 





reign of that class of amusement, and the lengthy period of its duration, 
are apt'to become a grievance to the ardent playgoer of the old sehool. 
This is a race which is largely reprosonted in Manchester, and for it 
Mr. Emerson and the Queen’s dramatic company are now catering, and 
propose to cater for awhile. The play or “ pageant ” now being produced 
is what is called an adaptation of Sir Walter Scott's novel of ‘ Konil- 
worth,” and it is called ‘‘ Amy Robsart.” It is well put on the stago, and 
draws satisfactory houses. . In order to enjoy the play thoroughly, it 
must now be remarked that it is nevessary to have n6é acquaintance with 
the novel on which it is founded. From the favourable reception 
accorded to Mr. Halliday’s work and the evident amusement created, wo 
are sorry to infer that there are in Manchester many persons whoso 
familiarity with the English classics is not extensive. To say that “Amy 
Robsart ” is, from a literary point of view, a mangled and spoilt thing is 
to say that it isan adaptation. The armorial bearings of the dramatic 
adapter might appropriately carry the inscription ‘‘ Mangling done here :” 
to mangle and hash is his trade. The well-contrived situations of tho 
author are in his hands so many isolated beads of cireumstances 
which he strings together the best way he can, and the result to 
the initiated is sordid, abrupt, and commonplace. Treated in this way 
the beautiful tale of “ Kenilworth ” has been transformed into a capital 
acting play; and it is unnecessary to say more, or to point precisely to 
the joints in the chain. Miss Willmott distinguishes herself in the part 
of the heroine by tenderness and passion, though, sooth to say, she is far 
too lugubrious, and even in her moments of dalliance cannot unbend 
sufficiently to elicit the lights and shades of the character. Mr. W. G. 
Herwyn is gaily attired, and is sufficiently heroic as Leicester; and 
Mr. Noel Austin is admirably villainous as Varney. Miss Olara Lisle, 
though lacking altogether the dignity of even a stage monarch, is graceful 
and painstaking as Elizabeth, and has an appropriate costume, The 
other parts are well filled, and the scenery and decorations show evidence 
of considerable expenditure, both of money and energy. The scene of 
the revels is good, and the introduction of a children’s dance is a decided 
hit, which brings down the house and is redemanded. The play will run 
for a week or two, and be succeeded by other exceptional efforts. 

With regard to the pantomime at the Prince’s, it need only be said 
that it is as successfully received as it deserves tobe. We have already 
written of it as a spectacle, and have expressed our opinion of Mr. 
Farnie’s libretto. A recent visit to the theatre reminds us to mention 
that a number of local allusions and jokes have now been introduced in 
this pantomime, which are heartily recognized and applauded. The 
notice of the Royal pantomime will be found elsewhere. 





THEATRE ROYAL: “ROBINSON CRUSOE.” 


REALLY good comic pantomime is such a rarity nowadays that the 

weleome accorded to the pantomime at the Royal will be hearty and 
genuine. It is the fashion at present to say that all pantomimes are 
* good,” so long as there is evidence of large sums of money being 
expended on their production. Let money enough be spent on bright 
dresses, pretty scenery, and gleaming sets, and spent tastefully, and that 
seems to be all that is requisite to send away the critic, amateur or other- 
wise, in a heavenly state of delight. It has frequently, however, been 
our lot to notice that a pantomime, the sole end and aim of which is not 
* gorgeousness,” may be exceptionally funny and entertaining. We do 
not mean at all to hint at any shortcomings in the pantomime at the 
Royal, so far from that as a spectacle it will be found to rival fairly any 
which has been produced this season, here or elsewhere. Spectacle, how- 
ever, is not here, as in other houses, made to override the considerations 
of mirth and diversion ; and there are other things besides spectacle in 
this pantomime. In order to pay the honours in their due places, in 
speaking of a piece which possesses considerably literary among its other 
merits, it is needful first ‘to mention the libretto of Mr. F. OC. Burnand. 
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It is scarcely necessary to remark that whatever that gentleman produces 


bears to a certain extent a scholarly mark, and although we moust add | 


that in places the dialogue hardly rises to the level which one would 
assign to a distinguished contributor of Punch, yet, on the whole, the 
rhyming conversations, repartees, and puns have a neatness and hearty 
savour about them which recall to mind those clever burlesques by which 
the author made his reputation when we were all younger. Here, then, 
is one element of success, for we take it that even yet a preference for 
slovenliness and slang above wit and good workmanship has not alto- 
gether invaded local playgoers. It would be out of our province to 
describe the plot of Robinson Crusoe,” which is unusually coherent and 
pronounced, following with commendable closeness the old-fashioned 
The story, indeed, may be very well imagined 
as supplemented by the programme and prognosis of the scenery. Of 
the scenes and situations, those at the beginning, which introduce the 
** Abode of the Ice Queen,” and the eccentric inhabitants of the deep, and 
the scenes on the coral island and about the hut of Crusoe, are the prettiest 
and most ingenious; and here it is fitting to remark, with regard to 


traditions of pantomime. 


scenery as well as dresses, that the money that has been lavishly expended 
has been addressed to the object of utility in the performance rather than 
that of pleasing the eye only, the result being a harmony between scenes, 
dresses, marks, and characters which is too rarely found where more 
pretentious efforts at display are made. Provided with good materials, 
in the shape of a witty libretto and admirable properties, the members of 
the company, which is an excellent one, are highly entertaining. Mr. 
Wainwright, as Baccastopper, a bold buccaneer, is facile princeps, and his 


drolleries, »:.ny of which seem to be of his own invention, are exquisite. 
This gentleian is a decided * hit,” and his part is a capital one. Miss 
Amalia, as iivbinson, is engagingly lively, and especially modest; and the 


ladies who are engaged both as “ mortals” and immortals, in the other 
parts, are equally attractive. Mr. T. F. Doyle, as Friday, has a most 
eccentric réle, of course, of which, as would be expected, he takes the best 
possible advantage. In a first notice, with only limited space at command, 
it is impossible for us to particularise further. Sufficient for us to sum 
up by saying that ‘“ Robinson Crusoe” is essentially a comic—a very 
comic—pantomime, an old-fashioned pantomime, a well-written panto- 
mime, which is rare praise, and, above all, a children’s pantomime, though 
it will doubtless be popular with both old and young. Of the trans- 
formation seene, which is too important a matter to be omitted in a first 
notice, we may remark that, though costly and brilliant, it did not alto- 
gether please us. The one old-fashioned thing in pantomime which we 
should like to see abolished is the suspension of girls on wires. A general 
move has recently been made in that direction, and in this respect we 
Also the colours did not strike us as 
being particularly well arranged, This, however, where so much is praise, 
is a small matter of criticism. 


prefer the scene at the Prince's. 


SEASONABLE REMINDERS. 


ff HE following “ reminders” were written for our last week's issue, but 
“we They are not, however, too late 


to be of service, if they are attended to :— 





were crushed out by other matter. 


Bear in mind the postman. 

Don't forget your employés. 

Remember the office-boy. 

Give the servant a cheerful reminder of Christmas. 

Be liberal as far as you can to the waiters or Waitresses at your hotel 
or restaurant. 

Be sure you send your wife a Christmas card, 

See that your presents for the children arrive on Christmas day. 

If you have any nephews and neices, remember them. 

Don't forget to send Christmas greetings to the old folks. 

Be charitable to the newsboys and shoeblacks. 











Don't forget the orphanages, and other institutions needing support. 

Forget all enmities, and have a kind word and a warm grasp of the hand 
for every one. ’ 

Enconrage dealers in game and Christmas hampers. 

Get all your threepenny and fourpenny pieces and sixpences changed 
into shillings, florins, and half crowns. ‘ 

Don’t let a five-shilling piece pass through your hands on any account 
until Saturday, as crown pieces are particularly useful and welcome coins 
at Christmas time. 

Stop all adulteration and trickery of every kind in your establishment, 
for a fortnight at least. 

Don’t be too anxious about large profits for a few days. 

If you are a milkman, keep the water out of your cans, until the new year 
at all events; and if you are not a milkman, give something to the boy 
who brings your supply round. 

If there are any poor people in your neighbourhood, see to it that they 
have some share in the pleasures of the season; and if there are none in 
your neighbourhood, go elsewhere and find some. 

If you have not paid your tailor or bootmaker, pay him. 

If you are a tailor or a bootmaker, don’t press unduly for your accounts 
just now if you can help it; and if you are our tailor or bootmaker, take it 
on the highest authority that we are dead, and wipe out the accoun 
between us. 

Ask your friends to your house, and see that they enjoy themselves. 

Give the children a party, and make a child of yourself for that evening. 

Take the youngsters to the pantomimes and circus. 

In making your arrangements for Christmas, remember that your wife 
or sister can enjoy herself quite as much as you can,if you only give 
her the opportunity. 

And lastly, stand drinks to all your friends in town, and don’t take too 
much yourself, more than twice during Christmas-tide. 





CAWS OF THE WEEK. 


RP OTHING has gratified the Jackdaw more, in public announcements 
N recently, than a simple statement which appears in connection with 
the Lee Testimonial Fund. The Rev. T. G. Lee, minister of Windsor 
Bridge Congregational Chapel for time out of mind, deserves the testi- 
monial which is about to be presented to him, He has maintained 
together an active congregation throughout a chequered career, and this, 
mainly, by diligent district work which has been pursued in season and 
out of season, and with a geniality and sympathy which make his visits 
always welcome. During his long public life, while a pronounced Non- 
conformist, he has displayed a broad Catholicity towards all sects and 
parties. The announcement that so pleases us is that this Catholic spirit 
has been cordially reciprocated in a quarter from which we had almost 
given up hoping such demonstrations might be expected—a minister of 
the Established Church. The Rev. T. A. Stowell, the rector of Christ 
Church, and Mr. Lee have worked long together in the Windsor Bridge 
district, and it is a good and pleasant thing to see them dwelling together 
in unity. It may be in itself a small matter to find one Christian minister 
acting on the committee which is organising a friendly display of feeling 
towards a neighbour Christian minister, but it is a good thing; and it is 
unfortunately in Manchester of Salford a rather unusual thing. « 





It may surprise some of our readers who have been taught by the 
Owens College doctors that the Infirmary site is unhealthy, that the 
Registration Returns, published by the Officer of Health, weekly give this 
statement a flat contradiction. The death-rate per thousand in week ending 
December 16th was in the Market Street district (excluding hospitals) 





only seven per cent, while the average in Manchester was 23°1 including, 
| and 20°] excluding, hospitals ; and in Chorlton-on-Medlock and Ardwick— 
| the nearest townships to the proposed site in Rusholme, the forme 
| including the college and most of the professors’ residences—the returns 
| for that week were as high as 26°5 and 26-9 respectively. The fagce of 
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such a statement as this might be abated by a reply that the return was 
exceptionally low for Market Street in the particular week quoted. But 
the average of the fifty-two weeks fully bears out the same result—the 
mean being for Market Street 17-6, whereas for the whole of the city it 
was 27°6. A somewhat shallow answer is sometimes made with great 
apparent point to such a statement as this. “Ah, you know, you are 
safe to have a low death-rate in Market Street, because half the popu- 
lation there are healthy clerks who live out in the country.” This reply 
is beside the mark, inasmuch as the population of the district is calculated 
upon those who sleep in it. It is also said that there are few children in 
the ward, and hence the strong percentage of deaths by infantile diseases 
is not shown here. It is interesting to know that this district, as it 
possesses other marks of exceptional healthiness, has also a high birth- 
rate. In the week ending December 9th, the birth-rate was sixty per 
thousand, against an average over the whole city of thirty-seven, and of 
only thirty'in Chorlton-on-Medlock. In the succeeding week, ending 
December 16th, the percentage was in Market Street district 42°3, while 
the general average was only 40. 


It tempers our sense of the calamity that is impending over the Man- 
chester Infirmary by reason of the threatened resignation of the chairman 
to reflect, that while under his reign the drains have got stopped up, the 
subscribers’ money has been allowed to run with a free tap. The Infir- 
mary has become the most expensively conducted hospital in Manchester 
—the average cost per bed being £65 per annum. Compare this with 
the Eye Hospital, in St. John: Street, wherein the cost per bed is only 
£24 per annum. A considerable margin may be allowed for extra dear 
nursing, and other similar charges,,in a fever and accident hospital—but 
a margin of £41 per bed is a wide one to make up. It would be 
interesting to know how the money goes. 





Dr. Crompton, who has before now done useful work in Manchester as 
champion of common-sense against the malversation of a charity by a 
clique, has-eome, to the fore with a sensible suggestion as to the drainage 
of the present Infirmary. While Bishop, and doctors, and aldermen are 
debating, the hospital remains undrained, and the inmates are seized 
with such panic that if Dr. Morgan is to be believed even the cripples are 
tempted to take up their beds and walk. Dr. Crompton suggests that by 
an application of asphalte the existing drainage system should be her- 
metically sealed, and a new and inexpensive plan at once carried out. 
The suggestion has the merit of simplicity and cheapness, and there is no 
reason to doubt its efficacy. 


—— 


Mr. Leo Grindon, who has entered the lists with a bulky pamphlet, 
supports the suggestion that the Infirmary dispute might be settled by a 
compromise, whereby the building could ‘‘ both stay and go, each in a 
definite manner.” His proposal is thus stated: ‘‘ Nothing could happen 
in the town whieh I should more regret, were the misfortune to arrive, 
than the abolition of the Piccadilly Infirmary. At tho same time there 
is nothing in which I should more rejoice than to see it converted into 
what might be called ‘ The Manchester Royal Central Infirmary,’ or, for 
short, simply ‘The Central,’ while another, of corresponding or even 
greater dimensions, should be erected at a distance of three miles or so, 
upon the margin of the green country; and this latter, if I am not too 
hopeful in regard to the spirit of Manchester, miglt be founded when her 
Majesty comes to open the splendid municipal structure in Albert Square, 
and be called thenceforth ‘ The Queen's,’ or ‘The Victoria.’ Either title 
would do, and either would be a glorions addition to the local nomen- 
clature.” Wouldn't this proposal be rather expensive, Mr. Grindon ? 


The Courier has administered to the Bishop at last the “ most 
unkindeést cut of all.” After reporting his Lordship’s sermons carefully 
for six years, it now seeks to point the lesson by admitting to its columns 
& voluminous cosrespondence on ‘ the decadence of preaching.” 








| 








The last Manchester institution which our contemporary has assailed 
on political grounds is the Young Men’s Christian Association—and 
this because the Rev. Hugh Stowell Brown, an Independent 
minister, has been allowed to lecture on “ the Bible, an ill-used book ;” 
and the Secretary, Mr. Hind Smith, has made a speech on the peace 
question, in which he advocated charitable help to the sick and wounded 
in the East. We trust, however, that the Association is now rehabilitated, 
even in the eyes of the Courier, by its catholicity in admitting the “ two- 
headed nightingale.” : ’ 





The most remarkable feature of the Eastern question to all thinking 
men must be at present the curious disingenuousness displayed by the Con- 
servative press. The Tory journals of this country seem to be as isolated 
on this question as is Turkey herself, and their writings appear to aim 
at maintaining faith in a policy which every sane man, whether Conser- 
vative or Radical, regards as exploded and impracticable. As a fair 
example, an extract from a leader in yesterday’s Courier suffices :—* It 
cannot be denied that the aspect of the question has been very much 
changed by the proclamation of the new Turkish Constitution. The 
more this remarkable document is examined, and the more the conditions 
under which it has been promulgated are considered, the stronger the 
impression becomes that in itself the granting of the Constitution forms a 
guarantee for reform of a kind which it would be folly to overlook or to 
deprecate. Russia, which is now hailed as the protector of freedom, has 
never given anything like such an important earnest of her desire to pro- 
mote liberty as the remarkable act which has just been performed by the 
new Turkish Sultan and his enlightened Grand Vizier.” Now, a nurse 
who quiets a fretful child by promising that it shall have the moon for a 
plaything, is doubtless actuated by motives equally kindly, large, and 
generous with those of the Turkish Government. The child is quiet 
for a time, and cries again when the promises have turned out to be 
moonshine. We suppose that the Tory journals are so thoroughly 
mystified by the unavoidable and sage change of front made by their 
party, that they can only fill their columns by feebly attempting to 
reconcile the irreconcilable. 





Instructions ought at once to be formulated for including rifle and pistol 
practice in the drill of the Salford police. If it is part of the duty of con- 
stables to fire upon cattle in the street with revolvers and other firearms, 
the least the public can expect is that the officers should have common 
experience in the use of the weapons. As it is, in the accident of Wed- 
nesday last, the chief damage done to the public was the work not of the 
bull, but of the policemen who shot wildly at him. The scene might 
appropriately be immortalised on the local canvas by the pencil of, say, 
Mr. Madd-ox Brown. 





WITHINGTON AND DIDSBURY SKATING-RINK. 


HIS new Rink at Ladybarn Lane, Withington, was opened last 
Tuesday, with great pomp and circumstance, and there was a good 
attendance, as also there has been since. Situated in a pleasant locality, 
this Rink will doubtless be extensiveiy patronized by visitors from town, 
the distance being easy, and the number of omnibuses on this route 
being exceptionally great. As a matter of fact, Withington has the 
advantage of no less than four distinct 'bus systems. The Rink itself is 
a very fair one, the flooring being excellently laid, and the whole of the 
accommodations compare more than favourably with those of any of 
the local rinks already in existence. Subscription tickets may be obtained 
at a moderate rate, and single tickets at a shilling, children half-price, 
may be bought at the doors. After the example of other places of 
the same kind, an afternoon in each week has been set apart for more 
exclusive charges. This is Thursday, when 2s. 6d. will be charged. The 
hire of skates is included only in the tariff of Thursday; on ordinary 
days sixpence will be charged. 
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THYYROLE AN MUSICAL BOX, 2s. Eight tunes, 
post-froo, 27 stamps; size, 74 by 24 inches. 
tunes may be selected trom the following—Hold t 
of my soul; Thy will be done; Safe in the arms of Jesus ; Ring 
the bell, watehman ; ; Last rose of summer; Meet me in the 
lane, love; Watching or pai Madame Angot; Danube walta | 
Legend Madame Angot; Irish jig; Mousetrap man; Tommy, 
make room for your uncle; Oh my, fe for shame; ahem 
she's on the sailway Run ‘em in; hee owe Agents will find 
this marvellous Centennial novelt well, and afford de- 


lighted customers unbounded satisfaction. A sa sD | 
ment, free by parcel-pgst, 27 stamps. M. HOL 
Place, Tower Koad, As ’ Birmingham. 





EsTaDiisurd 
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TRY IT! IT NEVER FAILS! 


M” IDDIMAN’S CELEBRATED SPANISH 
WASH, for renewing, cleansing, thickening, and 
preventing the hair from falling off or turning grey, is a 
sure and newver-failing remedy, instantly removing all 
scurt and dandriff, leaving the skin pure and healthy. In 
bottlos, 2s. 6d. and 4s. each. Wholesale London Agents— 
Messrs. Low, Son, and Haydon, 330, Strand; of any 


chemist or hairdresser, or of the manufacturer, Leighton 
Buzzard, Beds, 








RUP T URES. 
By Her Majesty's Royal Letters Patent. 


WHITE'S MOC-MAIN LEVER TRUSS 


8 allowed by upwards of 500 medical men 
to be the most effective invention in the 
curative treatment of Hennia. The use of 
a stec] spring, so often hurtful in its effects, 
is here avoided, a soft bandage being worn 
round the body, while the requisite resisting 
gowse is supplied by the Moc-maiy Pap and 
"aTentT Leven, fitting with so much ease 
and closeness that it cannot be detected, and 
may be worn during sleep. A descriptive 
ciroular may be had, and the truss, which 
cannot fail to fit, forwarded by post, on the 
circumference of the body, 2in, below 
hips, being sent to the 


MANUFACTURER, 
Mr. WHITE, 228, Piccadilly, London. 


Price of Single Truss, 16s., 21s., 266. 6d.,and 819. 6d., postage 
free. Price of Double Truss,81s. 64., 42s.,and oS poow 
tree. Price of Umbilical Truss, 42s. and 62s. 6d., postage free. 


Post-office orders to be made payable to Joun Ware 
Post-office, Piccadilly. 


NEW PATENT ELASTIC STOCKINGS, KNEE GAPS, &c. 


The material of which these are made is recommended 
by the faculty as being peculiarly ELASTIC and COMPRESSIBLE 
and the best invention for giving efficient and permanen 
support in all cases of WEAKNESS, VARICOSE VEINS, &o. 


Price 4s. 6d., 7s. Gd., 108., and 16s, each, postage free. 
CHEST EXPANDING BRACES 
(POR BOTH 6EXES), 

For Gentlemen they act as a substitute for the i 
braces. For Children they are invaluable; they prevent | 
stooping, and proserve the symmetry of the chest, 

Prices for Children, 6a. 6d. and 7s. 6d. Adults, 10s. 64., 
15s. 64., and 2ls. each, postage froe. 


’ J. White, Manufacturer, 228, Piccadilly, 
LONDON, 


N ONEY MONEY, MONEY. 
- NO BURETIES OF ANY KIND REQUIRED 


TRaoe Manx 


MONKEY ADVANCED, at a fow hours’ notice, from £10 to | 
£1,000 in town or country, to gentlemen and lady house- | 


hoklers, shopkeepers, farmers, cowkeeper#, cab and cart 
owners, and others, on their furniture, stocks, and effects, 
without removal; repayable by easy instalments, 
actions strictly private and confidential. All information 
willingly given without charge. MONEY also advanced on 
all kinds of deposited jewellery and goods. Apply personally 


or by letter, to 
WOLF & FINEBERG, 
Manchester Private Advance Office, 30, Hanging Ditch, 
Corporation-strevt, Manchester (next to Corn Exchange). 


The eight 
he fort; San LT 


All trans- | 


THE “CITY MAGPIE” SAYS 


iS AS PLAIN 
ABC 


EVERYBODY 
| In the United Kingdom, who wishes to see the Pest,| at 
Present, and Future, must look ws éarefully, 
seriously, delibe rately, and attentively into 


THE THE MAGIC MIRROR 
ad Marvel of the Age. mab: free to 4 
of six stamps. Addre: 


500, COMMERCIAL STREET aoe =< peel i Sem 
Sold in Seven Months, Establish [83 





LUXUBIANT 


WHISKERS AND “yee 
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M. B. G., who will give refer- 
leadi 


BURTON’S Concentrated BALM of LIFE. A 
to be taien in a lace of waier whenever the ort fo 
strong drink comes on. A bottle will be sent, carrigge free, 





self, and found the remedy far more efficacious than signing | OD of 5s. 64. in ae ee To ne 
Y eanguenee lectures.” “A Wise| to B. TON, 26, Pulross-road, Brixton London EW. 
Woman.” —This lady was recommended to try the effects of | No intoxicating drink is to be taken. See lotter of 
the on her husband, by a friend, whose husband was | tions enclosed-with each bottle. 
s0 intoxicated at the time he to attend his duty that he 
ee ne HANDS’ CELEBRATED REMEDIES. 
caution to have a packet on hand was gobered in five 
minutes. This wise lady tried the effects waknown on her ANDS’ ROYAL BLOOD 
husband, and saved him his appoin' Capt. 8—— 5——_ I 
writes: “ His to for and for 
weeks incapable of a her a now 
abstained for six months. Lceorsider her cured y following 
sent with Dr. YMAN’S x" 
Packets, 4s, 64.—Beenland Toxre, Torquay. 





to every case of able Tit 
standing, ther sex, of any age ,effecting a cure, 
in a short won- 
derful discovery cured thousands of and it cannot 
fail to be a as @ blessing by all ve ever WOrn 
trusses, ban or other galling. gupports. Sent free by 
post, with full ions for use, on pt of stamps 
oe Raich iPhone 66, De » payable at 

Thomson, 65, Bartholomew Ken Town, 
as —Extracts from testimonials: com- 
ae ow mad have os pega Ee 
by lifting and running, which, I am hay j to » I can do 
without pain or using any truss. F. ‘our remedy 
beet iy rapture and have asd violet exertion ino, 
without any sign of its reappearance. Miss 8.”—*“A fair 


time has elapsed since I used your remedy; moreover, I have 
xarmajyed by our surgeon, who declares Iam am quite cured. 


3. P."—“* 0 or) he years I never 
tacos eB now write to tell you my ght 
daly foes 10 i) y your remedy, Mrs, H,’ 

from 10 till 12, Sunday excepted. Fee, one guinea. 


WOODCOCK'S 


WIND PILLS 


GOOD for the cure of WIN 5 
GOOD for the cure of INDIO‘ STION 
GOOD for the cure of SICK HEADACHE 
GOOD for the cure of HEARTBURN 
GOOD for the cure of BILIO ESS 
GOOD for the cure of LIVER COMPLAINTS 
GOOD for the cure of ALL COMPLAINTS 
arising from a disorded state of the 
STOMACH, BOWELS, or LIVER. 


They are sold by all Medicine Vendors, in Boxes at 
1s. 14d., 2s, Od., and 4s. 6d, dach ; or should any difficulty 
occur ‘enclose 4, 33, or 54 stamps, according to size. to 
PAGE D, WOODCOCK, Lincoln House,” St. Faith's 
NORWICH (formerly of Lincoln), and they will be sent 
| free by return of post, 


WELLS SPECIALITIES. 
CORNS. 


[HE pain relieved in a few minutes, 
| and the Roots effectually removed in a few hours 
without pain or inconveniense. Send addressed 
for particulars. 
TURKISH FACE POWDER. 
A BEAUTIFUL PREPARATION for 
semoving ng Spots, Pinel, Sunburns, Torin, So. 





PACT 
rAUE 














Stone oe 

Skin ' fetal al Warranted to conale setting in 
DEPILATORY. 

LLS’ DEPILATORY, the only 

removal Be et tech the the Face, a Neck, i 

This Prep effects its purpose almost instantaneously 


B.—Handreds of have been received from 


of Testimonials have 
is ‘Nobility and Ladies of Rank, who have tried this mar- 
| vellous remedy. 
















[ue TYROLEAN MUSICAL BOX, 2s. 


tunes, post-free, 27 stamps ; size, 7 by 2 inches. he 


| eight tanene may nae nas \~ the following—Hold 


fi un of m bedene j Safe in the ae 
wie yd phan bell, ie Anata Last rose of summer; 
Meet me in the lane, love; Watching for pa; Madame 
Angot; Danuhe waltz; ? Legend Madame Angot: ich jig; 
Mousetrap man ; Tomm , make room for your ‘anele; Oh 
my, fie = chawpe; Per! aps she's on the railway; Run 
we a ats ort find this marvellous Centennial novelty sell 
‘ents W n is m 
wolland afford delighted customers unbounded satisfaction 
A sample instrument, free by § 60, lag Nor 27 * Won, 
JACQUES BAUM & CO. 





a MAGIC CIGAR one 


ea 
uous BAVM & 60. King 











ONE SHILLING. 

Bavus erry ard BIJOU Pr 
8S (Patent, programmes, bills 

andes labels, M ister he &e. va type, ink, pad, &c:, 
post-free, 14 stamps ; very superior, 24 stamps. 


ONE SHILLING, 
Béums ACCURATE AND PERPETUAL 
POCKET GENEVA TIMIST, in Alumena Gold. For 
dbetonde enpalenetes rheomaer a. 
Ls Voy tn oo Figaro 
ge ‘the ae een Bader ny Brith Song 18th April, venti Oe 
Catalogues, pres moles ntimonil, or shippers and 


10,000 original testimonals can n on our novelties. 
Address—JACQUES BAUM & O0., Kingston on Novelty Works, 
Birmingham. 








ALVERT’S Mechanics’ Almanack, 4d. 
1977. G Hymne Ghosh Monemante end Coleataes 10 
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LLOYD, PAYNE, & AMIEL, 


Have the Largest Assorimant of 


DINING & DRAWING ROOM CLOCKS & BRONZES, 


. Sultable for. Presentation. 


EVERY DESCRIPTION OF JEWELLERY, 


15 AND 18 CARAT GOVERNMENT STAMP. 


Ladies and Gentlemen’s Chains and Alberts. 
CUTLERY AND ELECTRO-PLATE 


FROM THE VERY BEST MAKERS. 


‘HIGH ST., — THOMAS ST., wifi dial cisate 

















DRAUGHT EXCLUDER FOR BOTTOM OF DOORS. 


CAUTION. 
If you would secure Comrort at Home iv Att Weartuenrs, be sure to apply none other than 


Slater's Patent Prize Medal Draught Excluder, 


FOR BOTTOM OF DOORS. 


As shown at Cheetham — — a ‘omona Palace Exhibitions. Dust Scratches and Spoils Furniture, Oil Cloths, and Tiles. This Apparatus lifts 


f-inch, eating Cae n Floors, and shuts down quite weather tight; it is self-acting, durable, and cheap ; can be sgplied inane aver ta'p 
few minutes, and ORTANT TO TENANTS) can be removedias quickly, without i injury to door or framework. 











PRICES, WITH TESTIMONIALS, ON APPLICATION. 


SMITH SLATER, 32, GREAVES STREET, OLDHAM. 




















W. COOK AND CO. 
12 & 14 ST. ANN’S STREET, 


ARE NOW SHOWING THE 


LATEST NOVELTIES IN GLASS, CHINA, &c. 


Every Description of Useful and Ornamental,,specially suitable for Presentation. 
Newest. Designs in Dinner Services, from £2. 2s. to £60; Dessert Services, from £1. 1s. to £40; Tea Services, from 15s. to £20; 
Toilet Services, from 9s. 6d. to £25. Inspection invited. 


Artificial Flowers and Plants in great variety, for Table and Drawing-room Decoration. 








AGENTS FOR DE LA BASTIE’S IMPROVED PATENT TOUGHENED GLASS. 





Clubs, Hotels, and Public Institutions supplied on the most advantageous terms. Our Stock is Specially Suited to Parties Furnishing. 


WILLIAM COOK & CO, 12 & 14, ST. ANN’S STREET, MANCHESTER. 

















GOUT AND RHEUMATIS 


and cured thou 
and the proprietor 





HOS. WIL 


Why be troubled with either? WILD'S GOUT & RHEUMATIC MIXTURE has relieved 
is a thorough blood purifier, and perfectly harmless. From all chemists, 


, Chemist, 65, London Road. Beware of spurious imitations, 
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‘blicntions. 


NEW WORK OF VITAL INTEREST. | 


Post-free «ix penny stamps, from J. WILLIAMS, No. 22, | 
Marischal-street, Aberdeen. 
LIFE 


A LONG AND HEALTHY z, | 
By Dr. BARNARD VAN OWVEN. 
Contents— | 
1. Medical advice to the invalid. 
2. Approved prescriptions for various ailments. 
8. Sleep—Nature’s medicine. 
4. Phosphorus as a remedy for melancholia, loss of nerve | 
ower, depression, and debility. 
5. Salt baths and their efficacy in nervous ailments, 
to obtain and use them, 
6. The coca-leaf as a preserver of health and strength. 


EQUAL L TO HOME MADE. 
M. P. HARTLEYS 
MARMALADE AND PRESERVES 


ARE THE BEST. 
W ILLIAM P. HARSUEY 


invites attention to the 


SUPERIOR 

rat fr hia be PRESERVES, the 
fai ior whieh has been HAND- PICKED 
NUFFED the same care as is 


ja Bn , 
an article equal to home-made. 


ConrgorioneRy Works: Boortz, Livenpoou. 


How | “ The quality of Mr. Hartley's produceis excellent” 





7. On purity of the breath. y 
#. Hints on the teeth and gums. 
9. How to choose a wife. | 


10. How to choose a husband. &ec. 
CGE :* HUSBAND'S 
esta Patent Hats | 





| 
CLAIM PREFERENCE | 
OVER EVERY OTHER. 


They are the only Hats 
which are REALLY VENTI- 
LATED. 


a. TRAQE MA a —— 
HOLLOW.F ROWED ; 
/ Venviiatine. wtp) ™ Manufactory : 

. Baty 11, Oldham Street. 


BAYNES, successor to HUSBAND. 


SEWING COTTON. 


Prichard’s Super Soft 6-Cord. 


8-CORD GLACE AND SOFT, 

FOR HAND AND MACHINE SEWING. 
SOLD BY WHEELER AND WILSON, 
131, MARKET ST., AND DRAPERS. 
MANCHESTER WAREHOUSE, 43, CANNON STREET. 


GREAT REDUCTION. 


WHEELER & WILSON 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 


N 0.181, MARKET STREET, MANCHESTER | 


H Ave REDUCED IN PRICE 


THEIR CELEBRATED 
QEWING MACHINES TO 
£5 10 0; ACT? 
Previously £6 6s, 
WHEELER & WILSON’S 
N OW THE CHEAPEST SEWING MACHINE 
4 


| 


181 MARKET STREET. 
PEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


\ THEELER & WILSON 
IS STAMPED ON EVERY MACHINE. 


] )UBABLE, LIGHT, AND RAPID ne 





MACHINES FOR DRESSMAKERS, 
- MANUFACTURERS AND OTHERS. 


AU REDUCED IN PRICE. 


£5 WW. 


| WHEELER & WILSON. | 
[ARKE \1T STREET, 


| fPPREADLE MACHINES FROM 


131, 


Observe the number. 








| MANOHESTER 
181, MARKET STREET. 





ITALIAN VERMOUTH. 


——- 


FINEST QUALITY. 





A very delicate and pleasant 
Bitter Wine. An excellent tonic. 


30s. PER DOZEN. 


JAMES SMITH & COMPANY, 
WINE MERCHANTS, 
26, MARKET STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 


Liverpool: 9, Lord Street. 
Birmingham 28, High Street. 


Christmas Hampers packed to 
order 


Hotels and Restmaranis, | 


AILES’S RESTAURANT and LUNCHEON 
BAR, 72, Market Street.—Mrs. Sailes, late of the Shades, 
New Brown Street, and Stock Exchange Luncheon Bar, begs 
respectfully to inform her friends and the public that she has 
opened the above-named commodious premises as 8 First- 
elass Restatrant and Luncheon Bar, when she hopes to 
receive, and it will be her study to deserve, their kind 
patronage. 








Mc.RITCHIE’S 
GENTRAL STATION RESTAURANT, 
Corner of Albion and Trumpet Streets, Gaythorn. 
Dinners from 6d. ry te rere 


Hot su . Fie 1 fo 
Taylor’s ales, two glasses, St; ome ; 
Guiness’ s stout, per glass 
FREE LUNCH: 
ES 





HRISTMAS PRESENTS. 
USEFUL, ELEGANT, INEXPENSIVE. 
GREAT VARIETY, 
RICHARDSON, 
PRACTICAL CUTLER, SILVERSMITH, &c., 
5, LEVER-STREET, PICCADILLY, 
(Opposite the Infirmary). 





Curistmas Presents and New Year's Grrts! 


Watches, Watches, 


Wholesale and Retail. 
Silver, from £1 to £10; Gold, from 
£4 to £80. A written guarantee 

with every watch. 


®) J. L. HARDISTY, 


PRACTICAL 


WATCHMAKER, 
CATHEDRAL YARD. 


WATCH REPAIRS IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 








’§ CONCERT HALL, 
Lower Mosley-street. 


Monday, January 1, and during the week. 


Immense success of the 
BRYANT BROTHERS, 
The Great American Duettists. 
Engagemeut of 
Mr. JOHN WYNNE, 
Character Comedian, Vocalist, and Dancer. 
Mr, TOM CLEGG, 
American Comedian, Instrumentalist, and Vocalist, and 
Master BOB HENNESSY, 
Clog, Boot, and Jig Dancer. 
Immense success of 
Mr. BE. FORREST and Miss EMMA WOOD, 
Duettists. 
Engagement of 
Mr. ALF. KING BRUCE, 
Comedian, Vocalist, and 
Mons. CARROLL. 
And a many ather Novelties. 


—_ 


PEOPLE 








MAY BE EASILY AND HONESTLY 
REALISED by persons of EITHER SEX, without 
hindrance to present occupation.—Enclose, for particulars 
and sample, 12 stamps (returned if desired), addressed, 
EVANS, WATTS, & CO’, Merchants, Albion Street, Bir- 
pase is genwine. 


Printed and Published by pitieDesoetaten: Rozent Rosinsos’ 
Dopps, of Norman — North Road, Longs at his 


awa & TF 
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PAPER HANGINGS! 
PAPER HANGINGS! 


variety and newest designs. Borders, Centres, 


Cheapest out, from 24d. per 12 yards, in great 
and all Decorations at Wholesale Prices. 


LEWIS & CO., 
MANUFACTURERS, 29, ROCHDALE ROAD, MANCHESTER 
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